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with Gladstone growing more and more out of
hand, as something became suddenly obvious,
which few people could have foreseen in 1859.
Lord Palmerston was now eighty. Lord Russell
well over seventy. Gladstone was the heir
presumptive of the Liberal leadership. On two
occasions he asserted himself, speaking as a private
member from the Treasury Bench, and in a way
which much angered his chief. First he asserted
in 1863 that he could no longer support in prin-
ciple the Established Church in Ireland : and
secondly he, who had up till then been most luke-
warm about reform, suddenly observed during a
quite academic debate, which no one thought
had any particular significance :
" I call upon the adversary to show cause, and
I venture to say that every man who is not presum-
ably incapacitated by some consideration of
personal fitness or of political danger is morally
entitled to come within the pale of the constitu-
tion*" Before the astonishment that these words
created, he hastily uttered the inevitable qualifi-
cation, " Of course, in giving utterance to such a
proposition, I do not recede from the protest I
have previously made against sudden or violent
or excessive or intoxicating change." But for once
the qualification came too late. Gladstone had
trapped himself into saying that he believed
ultimately not in this Bill or that BSl or the other
Bill, but in household suffrage or in manhood
suffrage or in universal suffrage or in any suffrage